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1. The Italian Ministry of Finince will reportedly hold a private auction
on 15 May 1949 in order to ligquidate the entire holdinge of the Stefani
News Agency. These holdinge are evaluated at 9,000,000 lire in assets
end 90,000,000 1ire in liabilities. The most important factor connected
with the bidding is the fact that the property and installations of the
Fome central headquarters avs included in the estate. These offices, al
27 Via Propaganda, were allicated to ANSA by the Itallan Government after
the liberation of Rame for a small monthly rental fee, with the underastanding
that ANSA would evacuate or 15 days notice if requested to do so,

2. ANSA, at the present time, ias a deficit in excess of 3,000,000 lire
per month owing to an excess of persomel and excessive expenditures
within the agency. The nev Director General of ANSA, Leonarde Azzarita,
instead of cutting dowm his operating expenses, has overlcaded his
personnel staff and increised expenditures further,

3. Internal strife in ANSA 4; caused by the differsnces between Azzarite
and a group of AUSA promciers headed by the Communist Renato EKieli,
Domendico Capocaceia, Pre.ident of Radiostampa, and the Communist
sympathizer Umberto De Vodiei, Director of Radiostampa, This group,
angeved by the "dictato-lal methods® of Azzarita, would like to diaspose
of him and have ~7SA sisorbed by 1ts subsidiary organization
Hadiogtampa, Through Fadiostampa, this group would then control
vadio transmissions 1o foreign countries of Italian press news.

They also hope to forr a finaneial combination that would detach
the transmission of ;-ess news within Italy from ANSA and append
+#hat function to Radlostampa.

e A further manifestelicn of the confliction of interests within ANSA is
#he opposition to 4:zarita expressed by (fnu) Fanti of Turin, Presideat
o¥ Telestampa, a svsidiary of ANSA, orgsnized to iransmit Italian and
foreign news from MNSA to the Italian newspapers by teletype.

5, . ‘This internal cor.lict has caused Reutor's News Agency to postpone
indefinitely the renewal of the contract between Reuter's and ANSA
whiich ealled foi the former to provide the latter with news ltems,
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Idgardo longoni, former Director General of ANSA, acting in behalf of
a group of financiers (unldentified), intends %o bid in the Stefani
auchion in the hope of gaining possession of the Rome headquartiers

st 27 Via Propagenda and having the satisfaction of daposing Aszarita
ard his staff.
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